GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

Members of legislatures, too, wish to be con-
sidered practical men, and one is not likely to
take up and urge a measure unless he believes
that there is a good chance of success. He is
likely to say, There is little chance of getting
that measure through now. Come back in
four or five years and we will see what can be
done. Or, noting the conservatism of his fel-
low-members, he may urge that only some por-
tion of the bill be taken up, and that the entire
reform be accomplished step by step, a little at
a time. Usually his judgment on such mat-
ters is right. Seldom is a bill put through
against the judgment of the reasonable, able,
conscientious legislator. And yet naturally he
wishes to do what he can for a good measure.
He wishes to make his record.

Realizing, as few persons outside of legis-
latures do, the difficulty of securing enough
votes to pass any controverted measure, the
legislator is likely to be more ready to com-
promise than are most reformers. If, when it
comes up in committee, a member wishes one
clause changed here, another clause changed
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